
 

Grant Park Neighborhood Association Public Comment on LU 
25-016753 CU AD, the Land Use Proposal to add Lights to the Grant 
Bowl, 2245 NE 36th Ave. (Approved by Board Vote, 5-18-25) 
 
The Grant Park Neighborhood Association (GPNA) recognizes the urgent importance of lighting 
at the Grant Bowl for Grant High School student athletes, sports fans, and their families. 
Lighting will allow students to miss far fewer instructional hours due to having to travel to 
faraway venues for their practices and games. Additionally, being able to hold games in the bowl 
has the potential to bring the community together in a positive way. Lighting at the bowl could 
also have broad benefits for the surrounding community, providing a safe place for neighbors to 
recreate and exercise after dark. In our extensive community outreach on this issue, we 
have found that nearly every neighbor and community member we have spoken with 
support the objective of providing lights for Grant High School student athletics. 
 
Since August 2023, GPNA has solicited input from the community on Grant Bowl lighting and 
related impacts in numerous ways. This has included two in-person meetings specifically 
focused on the Grant Bowl; discussion at regular GPNA board and land use meetings; email 
input from more than 20 nearby neighbors; and a survey with 87 respondents throughout the 
community. After synthesizing this feedback, GPNA crafted a consensus position supporting the 
project with a list of suggested mitigations to address livability concerns. This consensus 
position was unanimously supported by the GPNA board at a vote on September 10th, 2024. 
 
Our public comment here is drawn directly from this consensus position. It represents a 
synthesis of all the livability concerns raised by community members, and the creative 
solutions (many of which could be implemented at low or no cost to PPS) to mitigate 
these concerns. We appreciate the engagement and collaborative approach of Grant Bowl 
Community Coalition, which has ensured that many aspects of the proposal align with our 
consensus position. 
 
In the text below, we have included all livability mitigations that GPNA requests be 
included in the application. Our comment below is divided into seven sections: Hours of Use; 
Noise; Litter, Garbage, and Maintenance; Large Events; Parking; Communication Concerns; 
and Traffic Safety.  
 

http://grantpark-na.org/news-events/gpna-position-on-mitigations-needed-for-the-grant-bowl-lighting-project-approved-september-10th-2024/


Suggestions that are consistent with the current land use proposal are in italics; those that we 
request be added to the land use agreement are in bold.  

1.​ Hours of use. 
Clearly, the goal of adding lights is to extend the hours of use of the field, which the 
neighborhood supports. However, practices and games extending late into the night can lead to 
late-night noise and disruptions. The community has been happy with the hours of use for the 
upper field and supports the same hours for the Bowl: 

●​ PPS use of lights should end by 9:30pm, with lights off by 10pm, in line with the land use 
agreement for the Grant High School Upper Field. 

●​ Permitted public use of lights should end by 9:00pm, with lights off by 9:30pm, in line 
with the land use agreement for the Grant High School Upper Field. 

●​ Exceptions to hours of lighting should be few, but could include extenuating 
circumstances during GHS games (weather delays, overtime play) or lighting to 
minimize vandalism on holidays with high potential use of fireworks (e.g., July 4, New 

Years Eve). 
●​ The lights should automatically shut off at 10pm each night to ensure that use of 

lighting conforms to hours of use stated in the land use agreement, with an 
override available for extenuating circumstances. ​ ​ ​  

■​ Note: the proposal states: “The new lighting will include a control system to allow 

approved users to remotely and manually operate and schedule the lights and monitor 

the lights 24/7/365 via 2-way cellular communication, assuring that they are shut off on 

schedule.” We appreciate this insight, but note that this is different from an automatic 

shut-off. If automatic shut-off is not possible, PPS should provide a contact number 

where neighbors can report lights on past 10pm or when the field is not in use.  

2.​ Noise.  
Noise is one of the largest livability concerns of the immediate neighbors of the bowl. While 
many report enjoying crowd noise and other sounds that come with use of the field, they report 
that teams often broadcast music at loud volume from bluetooth speakers during practices. This 
is a violation of city noise ordinances and can be very disruptive to the homes surrounding the 
bowl, especially during later evening hours. GPNA believes that a few low-cost actions by PPS 
could help prevent this major livability concern.   

●​ GPNA notes the following noise ordinances relevant to the operation of amplified 
sound in the Grant Bowl.  

○​ 18.12.020 section B: [The following acts are declared to be violations of this Title, 
but this enumeration may not be deemed to be exclusive, namely:] Operating or 
permitting the use or operation of any device designed for sound production or 
reproduction in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance; or operating or 
permitting the operating or use of any such device between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. so as to be plainly audible within any dwelling unit that is not 
the source of sound; or operating any such device on public property or on a 
public right of way so as to be plainly audible 100 feet or more from such 

https://www.portland.gov/code/18/12/020


device provided that a person operating any such device in a City park pursuant 
to a permit granted by the City Administrator will be in violation only if the device 
is plainly audible at any point along the park boundary. 

○​ 18.10.010: no person shall cause or permit sound to intrude into the property of 
another person which exceeds the limits set forth below in this Section.  For 
purposes of this Section, “day hours” shall be between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m., and 
“night hours” shall be between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

■​ Permissible sound levels, day hours, in residential areas: 55db 
■​ Permissible sound levels, night hours, residential areas: 50db 

●​ Consistent with City of Portland noise ordinances, the land use agreement should 
explicitly state that amplified sound should not be audible beyond the boundaries 
of the park, with exceptions for Grant High School (GHS) games 

●​ Use of sound producing or reproducing equipment should be prohibited in the 
Grant Bowl after 7pm, except for GHS games. 

■​ Note: The land use proposal states, “Currently speakers are used to play music 

during football practices. With the expanded hours of the field use PPS would be open to 

limiting the use of these speakers to before 7pm, consistent with how practices operate 

currently.” GPNA strongly advocates that this limitation be a condition of land use 

approval.  
●​ GHS coaches should be instructed on reasonable volume of sound from personal 

speakers during practices - specifically that no amplified sound should be used 
after 7pm and amplified sound should never be audible beyond the park boundary. 
Coaches should be instructed to point speakers towards the center of the park 
and keep volumes low to ensure this noise ordinance is complied with. 

●​ Signage should be posted at the Grant Bowl stating that no amplified sound 
should be used after 7pm and amplified sound should never be audible beyond 
the park boundary. Adding this simple signage requirement to the land use agreement 
would greatly mitigate livability impacts from the land use proposal. 

●​ To facilitate use of amplified speakers that are not audible outside of park 
boundaries, a power source should be included in a light pole on the west side of 
the bowl. GPNA recognizes this may or may not be possible to include in the lighting 
project. 

3.​ Litter, Garbage, and Maintenance. 
Neighbors of the Grant Bowl report that litter in and around the bowl, including in the park, on 
sidewalks and streets, and in neighbors’ yards, are common occurrences following practices 
and games. Many neighbors volunteer their own time to clean up garbage around the park after 
practices and games. Indeed, this was a major complaint after the football games held at the 
Grant Bowl last year. GPNA does not agree with the statement in the land use proposal, “Litter 

control at the Bowl is addressed by PPS Custodial and Facility Services departments by providing facilities 

that are clean and well managed, resulting in every school receiving a high level of customer service and 

support.” GPNA does not feel that the current number of garbage cans in the bowl will be 
sufficient with the longer hours of use and increased number of spectators for games.  

https://www.portland.gov/code/18/10/010


●​ Given the increase in garbage use associated with evening practices and games, 
the number of trash receptacles at the Grant Bowl and Upper Field should be 
consistent with other PPS athletic facilities: A minimum of 8 garbage cans should 
be available at and around the Grant Bowl, including at least one receptacle at all 
egress points.  

●​ Can and bottle recycling receptacles should be provided within the bowl at 2 or 
more locations. 

●​ Garbage cans and recycling bins should be regularly serviced at an adequate 
schedule so that they are not overflowing. 

●​ Janitorial clean-up of the bowl should occur daily. 
●​ Janitorial clean-up following GHS games should include clean-up of surrounding 

park, streets, and sidewalks. 
4.​ Large Events.  

While neighbors are supportive of (and even excited for) more athletic events in the 
neighborhood, concerns have been raised about the impacts of large events, particularly varsity 
football games. GPNA would like to ensure that neighbors and GPNA receive sufficient notice of 
these events.  

●​ PPS should notify GPNA at least 72 hours (and preferably 2 weeks or more) before 
any events that are expected to be attended by more than 250 people, or events 
that will include amplified sound. 

●​ For events of more than 250 people, PPS should provide crowd management 
through campus security or other means. 

●​ Although not included in our consensus position of September 2024, GPNA has 
received several complaints about PPS leaving chain link fences up long after hosting 
varsity football games this fall. GPNA thus requests that temporary fencing be 
removed within 72 hours of large events, and that fencing does not block key 
entry/egress points into the bowl/park after events have concluded (e.g., the 
entrance at the southwest corner of the park) 

5.​ Parking.  
GPNA appreciates PPS conducting a parking study of the area as part of their application. 
Neighbors have noted that despite GHS instructions regarding buses, buses are often parked 
along U.S. Grant Place, posing a traffic danger and increasing noise in the area. There also 
continue to be concerns about parking when large events (e.g., varsity football games) are held 
at the bowl. GPNA requests the following be added to the land use agreement: 

●​ Signage should be added to the North side of US Grant Place to remind bus 
drivers that bus parking is only permitted on 36th avenue 

●​ To encourage buses to let students off in the GHS parking lot or on 36th avenue in 
the evenings, GHS should provide entry into the school and locker rooms from 
one or both of these locations, rather than having US Grant Place be the only 
point of entry into the locker rooms.  

●​ PPS should make GHS and Beverly Cleary K–8 parking lots available for parking 
during evening practices and home games 



●​ GHS and affiliated groups should be encouraged to operate parking shuttles to 
nearby parking lots for large events 

6.​ Communication Concerns.  
GPNA has consistently found it difficult to get email or telephone replies from staff at PPS, and 
neighbors have raised concerns about how to address problems or violations of the land use 
agreement. To minimize the number of formal complaints to the Bureau of Permitting and 
Development, GPNA requests the following:  

●​ PPS should provide a single point of contact for GPNA and neighbors to address 
concerns relating to hours of field use, noise, garbage and maintenance, large 
events, traffic safety, parking, and other relevant concerns. This point of contact 
must reply to GPNA and neighbor emails and phone calls within 3 business days.  

7.​ Traffic Safety.  
GPNA is deeply committed to improving road safety in our neighborhood. We recognize the 
serious safety hazards that already exist on the streets surrounding the Grant Bowl, including 
speeding, unsafe navigation of traffic circles, and high potential for collisions between cars and 
students, families, and/or bicycles. GPNA is aware of at least one crash between a car and a 
child on US Grant Place in the last 18 months that led to hospitalization. GPNA has been 
actively advocating to PBOT and other relevant parties for safety improvements on the streets 
near the Grant Bowl, including: 

➔​ Crosswalks at 35th and 36th avenues on US Grant Place (expected fall 2025, thanks 
to GPNA advocacy) 

➔​ Shortening or elimination of the low-lying plants at the traffic circles at 35th and 36th 
and US Grant Place along with regular maintenance to keep the plants low (some 
progress made in 2025, thanks to GPNA advocacy) 

➔​ Crossing safety improvements (e.g., a lighted crossing) at 33rd avenue at Thompson 
and Brazee 

➔​ Investigating the feasibility and impact of adding stop signs to the 35th and 36th and 
US Grant Place intersections, as well as signage to improve driver behavior at these 
traffic circles 

GPNA appreciates that the city has required the inclusion of a traffic report in the application. 
Our biggest concern related to the lighting project is that there will be a higher number of 
pedestrian-car conflicts on the dark streets after games and practices.  
Regarding the upper field land use agreement, the application states, “Condition K required PPS, 

PBOT and the Grant Park Neighborhood Association to work together on PBOT-initiated projects that 

would improve the safety for passenger loading and crossings and reduce congestion on US Grant Place. 

No PBOT-initiated improvements have been proposed since this condition of approval was written, but 

PPS remains open to working with PBOT and the neighborhood association on improving pedestrian 

safety around the Bowl in the future as projects are proposed.” This is false. As noted above, 
GPNA’s advocacy has led to planned crosswalks at US Grant Place and 35th and 36th 
Avenues, following an extensive review of the area’s safety by a PBOT engineer.  

●​ GPNA requests that the land use agreement include the requirement that relevant 
PPS decision-makers contact general@grantpark-na.org and 
gp.landuse@gmail.com to arrange a meeting with the GPNA board to share 

mailto:general@grantpark-na.org
mailto:gp.landuse@gmail.com


information about how GPNA can work with PPS to advocate for student and 
community traffic safety in the area. 

 
This public comment was approved by the Grant Park Neighborhood Association Board 
by vote on May 18, 2025. 
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