
Minutes of the GPNA Emergency Board Meeting on the Grant High School Upper Field 

Improvements Project 

May 6, 2021, 8:00 pm via Zoom 

GPNA Board Members Present: Ron Laster, Neon Brooks, Stacey Tipp, Vivek Kothari, Linda 

Burch, Jessica Decker, Marion Horna, Laurene Mullen, Lois Okrasinski. Board Secretary 

MaryCal Hanson was absent. 

1) GPNA Board President Ron Laster began the meeting with some introductory remarks 

(Exhibit A); 

2) Board members introduced themselves for the members of the public in attendance (a 

list of attending members of the public is as follows (please note, the ID of some 

participants is unavailable/incomplete due to the way they chose to ID themselves or 

call into Zoom): Daniel Kearns, Andy Mones, Mel, Kim Leathley, Jill’s IPAD, Chad 

Jacobs, Gretchen, Scott Schwab, Kathie Tell, George Crawford, KLgodet, Nikki’s 

IPhone, Jane Knechtel, Eric von Arx, 503-206-XXXX); 

3) The GPNA had established a sub-committee to examine the staff report for the upper 

field project, and to propose mitigation efforts to minimize impacts on the 

surrounding neighborhood, especially U.S. Grant Place. With the Board’s agreement, 

two Grant Park neighbors, who are also land use attorneys, led the Board through 

areas of agreement and disagreement between the staff report 

(https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/783361) and the GPNA sub-committee 

report recommendations (http://grantpark-na.org/wp-content/uploads/GPNA-GHS-

Upper-Field-committee-Reort-to-the-Board.pdf). These attorneys are Chad Jacobs, 

girls’ softball parent and sub-committee member, and Daniel Kearns, who was hired 

to represent some of the neighbors. The Board then took a series of votes on the 

various items under discussion. GPNA Board recommendations are summarized in a 

document sent to the City of Portland Hearings Office for the May 10, 2021 hearing 

(Exhibit B). This document includes conditions that are identical to the staff report 

recommendations, conditions that are modified from the staff report 

recommendations, and new conditions suggested by the GPNA. 

Respectfully submitted, Stacey Tipp  
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Exhibit A 

Good evening Neighbors. 

On behalf of the GPNA Board I welcome you to this Emergency Board meeting 

Due to work and life schedules we needed to choose a time that will afford the largest 

number of Board members present in order to ensure quorum. 

Just as some, if not most of you, donate your time to school activities, sports activities 

and faith- based activities, we on the Board are here to donate our time to community-

based activities. 

We live in Grant Park, work, have families, and truly believe in the value and purpose 

of civic engagement. 

We are all here tonight because we care about our community, we care about our 

schools and we care about our students 

For the record - Requests by community members for an earlier open engagement 

with Parks and Schools as far back as November 2020, were ignored. So, we find 

ourselves at the “eleventh hour” to provide an opinion to the Hearings Officer of the 

Staff report. 

I want to thank you for being here, I want to thank the Board members for their 

devotion to our neighborhood, the Committee members for their tireless work and to 

Board member Vivek Kothari for volunteering to act as Board Liaison to the 

Committee. 

Whether you agree or not with the subcommittee report, I want to note that by my 

observation, they have worked diligently prepare their report. 

I note that there has been misinformation circulating regarding this matter. For the 

record, GPNA has not hired or otherwise engaged the services of a Land-use 

Attorney. 

This meeting was called for the specific purpose of responding to the staff report that 

will be presented to the Hearings officer on May 10 



A point of note: the city had incorrectly cited the Meeting ID for the Monday hearing 

It should be: 973 7291 3181 

The process as outlined in the agenda is as follows: 

The committee representative(s) will identify the item in the staff report that they take 

exception to and cite their requested edit. 

The Board can ask for clarification, engage in discussion and then vote on whether to 

adopt the request of the Committee or not. To ensure that all the committee 

recommendations are heard and voted on we will take each point one at a time. 

We are not hear tonight to speak for you. We are not hear tonight to negate or 

undermine your opinions and perspectives. Please feel free to offer you own opinions 

to the hearing officer as directed on the staff report. 

I would like the Board to raise their hands, via zoom, introduce themselves and speak 

to the reason you decided to become a Board member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exhibit B 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


